That Magical Presence

There is a Magical Presence closer to you than your very breathing and nearer than your hands and feet.  And that Presence is the Presence of the living God, placed in you before the world was.  You remember the story of Aladdin’s Lamp?   All that he had to do was rub that lamp and the genie appeared and he could have three wishes for anything he desired.  These stories handed down to us through the ages are stories to hint at spiritual truth.  

 
You have a magic lamp within you.  You have the philosopher’s stone which turned everything into gold.  You have treasures unheard of, locked within your being, within the cave of your human hood, and to rub the magic lamp consists of becoming acquainted with that Presence within you.  And in our meditation, when we become quite still, the thinking slows, the thoughts come less and less and that Presence announces Itself.  It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you these treasures. In the story, the genie appears magically.  And in your real life, in your existence now, that invisible Presence appears in your life making the rough places smooth; making things appear of which you have need.  Healing you, bringing companionship, supplying you with every thing you have need of, it is magical.
If we had been taught to go within from our earliest years on earth, there would be no more war; there would be no stress, no struggle.  No one would be looking outside their own being for this magical Presence.  But we weren't taught the truth.  We were taught to look outside, to go after what it is that we wanted.  This has resulted in man against man, woman against man, man against woman, children against parents, parents against children, city against city, nation against nation, race against race and all of the difficulties and all of the horrors that we see on this planet today.  All of these can be changed whenever we come to know that Magical Presence.

 
In the beginning, God breathed into us Spirit and Spirit is the Presence we are speaking of. 
What was one of the first things Christ Jesus said as he appeared again to the disciples that had shut themselves up in the upper room?  As he appeared, he manifested from the invisible to the visible.  And he said to them, “Receive ye the Holy Spirit.”  That Holy Spirit is that magical Presence referred to in the story of Aladdin’s lamp. 

Now how do we contact this Presence?  We are very busy in our modern lives.  Not only do we have to contend with the weather, the stock market, the price of gas, making a living, preparing our meals, planning for our future, taking care of our children, taking care of the house, performing the maintenance on our automobiles, on our air conditioners, on our other instruments of modern living.  But we have also to consider what’s going on in the world.  How do we protect ourselves from this and that and the other?  What are we to do to stop the destruction of disease or the aging process?  What do we do to protect ourselves from the terrorists? Be that a terrorist of our own government or of a foreign government.  And so we lead very busy lives and all the time as we are bustling around, this Divine Invisible Presence look’s out through our eyes and surely must be saying,

 “Wait, stop, listen to Me.  Let Me provide for you, let Me be your safety and security, let Me go before you to prepare a place for you. I love you.  The Father loves you.  I will prepare a place for you.  Stop striving.  Turn within.  Hear My voice, follow My guidance.” 

But we do not hear that? Do we?  We are oh so busy.

 
The answer to this world’s problems, the answer to our individual problems, is to start this process of rubbing the lamp.  Start this process of going within.  And we do this very simply.  

Meditation is not a difficult process; it does not have to be.  I know we have many thoughts racing around about all these things we just discussed.  But we do not have to try to grab a hold of these thoughts and slow them down.  We do not have to try and empty our minds.  We do not have to struggle.   Meditation can be a simple process.
Here is the key. We give the mind something to look at rather than fighting the mind.  And this can be a simple scripture, a piece of poetry, or a marvelous view of nature.
We can contemplate the wind rustling through the leaves, the stars in the sky, the fog in the mountains, or the waves as they come into shore.  But contemplation gives the mind something to do.  The mind will naturally almost by itself begin to slow and slow and slow, until it becomes quiet.  And in that quietness, in that stillness, that Magical Presence can announce Itself.  Let’s do that now together.  

 
One of my favorite scriptures which never fails to remind me of this Presence is this ---- “Not by might nor by power but by My Spirit.”  So let us take that into our closet.  Become as comfortable as you can--relax.  It does not matter if you are sitting or lying down, but there is no danger of falling asleep if we are sitting.  So usually we sit, but you don't have to.  Now we close our eyes and we take that statement. Remember we are going to become still.  We are going to be receptive to what ever may come to us about that statement, and we are going to relax into each part of it.  We can take a deep breath, “Not by might nor by power but by My Spirit.”  Not by physical might.  Life is not meant to be lived by physical might.  By forcing ourselves through life, pushing and pushing. No, not by might nor by power.   Mental power, that’s not the answer.  There have been thousands if not millions, who have used mental power.  It can be positive mental power, it can be negative mental power attempting to throw out thoughts to change our environment. This is not the answer.  This is not that Magical Presence.  The use of physical might is not the Magical Presence.  The use of mental power is not that Magical Presence.
Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, My Spirit is that Magical Presence--God’s Spirit, the infinite Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is the infinite Spirit.  The Magical Presence that goes before us is the infinite Spirit.  

 
Now, infinite Spirit is omniscience.  Infinite Spirit is all knowing.  I do not have to tell that Spirit what things I have need of, or what things my children have need of, or what things my friends, or students, or patients have need of.
No, My Spirit-God’s Spirit- is infinite and all knowing so I can relax.  I don’t have to tell that Spirit anything.  The Magical Presence, the Magical Spirit works in a moment I think not and I am instructed to “Take no thought.”  

Okay, not by might--I don’t have to do anything with my body.  Nor by power--I don’t have to take thought about any problems, but by My Spirit, by that Presence within me by that magical invisible Presence.  And so life is Grace, that presence is Grace and now I relax here. Grace go forth.  Grace lives my life.  Grace knows what things I have need of and Grace will provide them. Grace does not send me anything. Grace is what I am in need of. Grace is the answer and now I rest.  I simply remain still. In a way that I know not of this infinite Magical Presence, this Grace, this infinite Spirit flows forth as the wind.  I do not know where it comes from.  I do not know where it goes.  But I am content to rest here and let that Spirit live Itself.  Paul says “I live yet not I but Christ liveth in me” And so I take that to mean, I live yet not I, but this invisible Presence,  the Spirit of the living God, lives in me now.  And so Spirit go forth fulfill thyself, thy Presence, thy Life, thy Light.  I thank you and I rest.  And now I am still, I am receptive.  Spirit, fulfill thy Self.
I have come that you might have life and life abundantly; My life -- Infinite life.  Before you were formed, I was here.  I will never leave you.  I will never forsake you. At all times in all places, you have only to take a moment, rest back and know that I am here.  And in the resting, in the silence, I flow forth.  Stand still and see the salvation of My Spirit.  Aladdin rubbed his lamp and a genie appeared and gave him abundance.  You simply rest within your being, stand still and I, that Magical Presence given to you from your Father, I go forth and give you abundance.

We rest here a little longer and then we get up and we go on about our daily affairs.  And you see it didn't take an hour it didn't take two hours or all day, it took only five minutes for the actual meditation.  So we go on about our daily activities and we forget about this Magical Presence.  We take on more and more of what we are doing and focus more and more on our surroundings and troubles start to pile up. We need that rest again.
We must find a way to get by ourselves.  It doesn't have to be a lot of preparation; perhaps we can just go out to our car and sit in our car for five minutes.  If we are already at home, we can just find a room where we can be quiet.  And we can read a little bit, if that helps, till we find something that strikes us.
Here is and example.  Over here to my right I have a book called “Rising in Consciousness, the San Francisco Lecture Series,” by Joel S. Goldsmith. That is just one of the many books I have on my shelf.  And now, we will just open it anywhere, anywhere at all.  Ok and here we will just start reading.  "Again, you who are spiritual, you who have realized even in a measure that God is the creative source or principle or life of your being, the moment you begin to realize that, you share in the understanding by beginning to know that truth about everyone in the universe.  You bare your neighbor’s burden. Not by paying his rent for him.  Not by sitting and sympathizing in his illnesses.  You bare his burden and actually you bare it away from him in the degree that you which are spiritual, you who have begun to realize the spiritual nature of your being. Begin to share that with your neighbor in the understanding that we are all children of the one Father that we are all offspring of the same Spirit.  Whatever is the law unto one must be the law unto all spiritual Being.”  

 
Right, so there it is.  We only read one paragraph and we already remember God is the creative source or principle of my life and of my neighbor's life.  So I can take that now. And here I am out in my car or in a quiet room. 
God is the creative principle or source of my life, and my neighbor's life.  Yes, God, that God within me, not somewhere up in the sky, not somewhere back 2000 years ago, right now within me.  God, this Magical Presence is the creative principle or source of my life and of my neighbor's life and of all life.  So I do not have to struggle and strive.  I have to rest. There remaineth a rest to the people of God.  Am I a people of God?  Yes I am because God is the source of all life.  So God is the source of my life.  And I am one of the people of God.  And there remains a rest. 

 

Now relax. That's right; it is not up to me to run interference.  I do not have to put a life together. I do not have to pretend I have the answers. I only have to rest and I let God, that Magical Presence, the Spirit within me, the Spirit within all life, I let that Spirit the source run everything.  I let it take over and go before me.  Now let me remember to relax and rest.
God, source of all life, my life, my neighbors life, you take over.  Show me your decisions.  I don't have to decide anything.  I only have to rest.  And now let me rest for a moment, just a moment. In the twinkling of an eye God will take over.  Now, Father, fulfill thyself.  Thy will be done.  Thy decision, Thy direction, Thy abundance Thy rest.  I am still, I am listening, speak Lord, thy servant hearth.  

And in the silence, in the stillness, in a way we know not of, that presence, that Magical Presence, functions in our lives, in our neighbor's lives, in all lives.  And we become witnesses, we become beholders.  We watch as this Presence goes out, goes before us, and moves things around invisibly.  There are new opportunities appearing.  I have no idea how they happen except that this Spirit, this Magical Presence was released from within, just like rubbing on the magical lamp and releasing the genie that was imprisoned for thousands of years.  We have become still and opened the door of our Consciousness and released the Magical Presence of the Spirit of God, and that performs miracles. 
We learn slowly, gradually as we practice this that we can turn within several times a day.  If we wake up in the middle of the night, we can pause, just take five minutes before we roll over and go back to sleep and open the door of our Consciousness.  Let the Magical Presence come through.  In this way we learn to rely less and less on our physical strength. We rely more and more on the Spirit. We learn to rely less and less on our intellectual prowess; on our ability to solve problems with our mentality.  More and more we rely on that invisible Magical Presence.
You see these truths were hidden in fairy tales and stories because the wisdom of God is foolishness onto our mentality.  The human mind says, “What magical presence?

That's a fairy tale--a story.”  So the wisdom of the ages, God's truth is relegated to our fairy tale books.  And we go on with our lives and never see it.  The wisdom of God is foolishness to the human mind.  And yet we are learning, aren't we?  We are learning that only when that human mind becomes still, then these ancient stories come alive and become a living Presence within us. And more and more we rely on that Presence.  It can't be seen, but we can feel that Presence and we can see the results of that Presence going forth because things in our lives, situations, people, places, and things they are moved around as if an invisible hand were doing it.  But we know it is the Magical Presence, the Spirit of the living God.  We have released it after these thousands of years and it is now building a life according to the pattern shown to thee on the mount.  And wondrous things, marvelous things, miracles are in store for any of us that turn within, in this way.
Now, something magical happens.  Something wonderful begins to happen as we practice this and we aren't even aware when it happens. Suddenly, we turn around and we notice we don't even have to sit down in meditation to be receptive to this Magical Presence. Somehow this has become a working part of our consciousness and the indwelling Presence, the Christ of our being, is a constant companion. We feel the Presence as we are working, we feel the Presence while we are falling asleep at night. We feel the Presence in the middle of the night.  We feel the Presence of the Spirit while we are driving down the road.  We feel the Presence of the Spirit while we are eating dinner.  There is almost never a time now when we do not feel this Presence.  The Magical Presence of the Spirit of God, the Christ of us, is now a constant companion.  And wherever we go, we carry that Presence with us.
And now, after living in that Consciousness of the continuous awareness of the Presence, something else happens.  We make the discovery that at certain times that Presence flows through and becomes us.  There are times now when that Presence really is living us; moving our bodies, looking through our eyes, speaking through our mouths. That Presence becomes us, and for a moment or two, that Presence is the only presence here and we begin to suspect now the truth; that this Magical Presence released from the tomb, where we had it buried, is our true identity.  Now we begin to suspect the truth that God has one son and that son is us.  Now we begin to understand such things as, “I and the father are one.”  Now we begin to commune with this Magical Presence which is our Self. And sometimes there are moments or even whole parts of the day where that Presence is living us.  We see, we know, we feel our infinite Magical Presence; we begin to see that the gift given to us before the world was is our very own Magical Presence.
“Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.”  We never suspected that God's Magical Presence was really -- us.  That he gave us Himself. But now we begin to experience the truth, that God's Magical Presence is the presence of our lives.  And that is only Presence we have ever been ---the Magical Presence of God, that invisible Spirit.  Now we begin to see that invisible Spirit the Presence of the living God is forming our body; is forming the body of our home, the body of our relationships, the body of our work, the body of our universe.  Now we begin to suspect and see and feel that that presence has formed Itself as our very own Consciousness.  And we live and move and have our being in our very own Consciousness.
These things that appear to us from the world, the troubles that mankind is involved in,  they no longer not touch, they do not enter our Consciousness to defile or maketh a lie.  We are free.  We live in a different world.  We live in a world of our very own Consciousness.  We live in the center of that Magical Presence.  And that Magical Presence lives in the center of us, as us.  We are home at last.  Here in the center of God Consciousness.
We don't have to read a book to be inspired.  We can simply turn within and wait and that which we need will be given to us.  Do you know that there is no power in heaven or on earth greater than your very own Presence, than the Presence of the “I” that you are? Do you know that you have dominion over everything? That Magical Presence which you are, which you have now consciously realized and are dwelling in, that Presence has dominion over everything on earth and in heaven.  Even the weather will respond to your Presence.
That is why our brother, Jesus, was able to say, “Peace be still,” because he was dwelling consciously in that Magical Presence and that Presence of the Spirit of God was dwelling in him.
This is our birthright.  This is what the Father willed for us.  This is our inheritance and we are joint heirs with Christ Jesus.  It is wonderful!

Let us remember we have the magical lamp.  We have within us, in this tomb, the Magical Presence.  Let us begin now to let that Presence out.  Let that Presence function in the way we have just outlined.  You do not need a lot of deep metaphysics, a lot of knowledge.  This is very, very simple. Simply turn within, become still and “I” the Magical Presence give unto you, will go before you, and prepare a place for you   “I” am with you now.

