The IS that is
     If you remember we left off in the chapter about Karmic Law, and we read that this is the god the greater part of the bible reveals, but this is not God, this is the law - the “Lord God,” the law God; the Karmic Law, the law of cause and effect. None of this has any real reference to God.  And because of our conditioning, because of the collective consciousness into which we are born, we see ourselves as human beings subject to the whims of God. We see ourselves as coming under the law. “I must be good in order that I may earn good.  Or if I am religious, I must be good so that I may earn a good place in heaven somewhere.”

But we must be willing to go within to find out what God really is.  And that is the next step in this chapter.  Now let us find out, if we can, what God really is because on this point our whole experience hinges.  It is right and proper to be a good Hebrew, that is, to obey the Ten Commandments. It is right and proper to be an honest businessman, instead of a dishonest one, and a healthy human being instead of an unhealthy one. But that has no relationship to the spiritual path, nor to our ultimate destiny, which is the return to the Father’s house, to our own God-consciousness. Because being a healthy human being or even a wealthy human being is still being a human being.
What was it that Jesus said? “Your ancestors did eat manna in the desert, but they are dead;” they're dead!

“In order to achieve our ultimate goal, the nature of God must be understood and therefore there must be but one question in our thought and that is: “What is God?” When you discover what God is and to know God aright, is to know life eternal, when you discover what God is, you will find your own eternal life.” You will find your own “hidden manna.” And so, when Christ says that your ancestors ate the manna in the desert and they are dead, he means that they demonstrated manna falling right out of the sky. (We talked before about our metaphysical lives and our mental lives, demonstrating things and people and places and they demonstrated manna falling right out of the sky.) Is that not the same as demonstrating an increase in our income or demonstrating an automobile or demonstrating a house or a companion? That’s manna in the desert.  Your ancestors demonstrated manna and are dead. And so we are at the place where we must go beyond the demonstration of things while still dying in our humanhood. Now don't get me wrong, there is nothing wrong with demonstrating things. If that is your fulfillment, then by all means do that, because it works. However, if something in you aches, and longs, as something in me does, for that eternal life, for that higher consciousness; for the life that does not end and does not need to demonstrate things; for the kingdom of heaven realized here and now. If you have that same inner drive inside of you that I do, then you will not be content to demonstrate things.
Now back to the reading, he says:  “In order to achieve our ultimate goal,  which he said was to return to our own God Consciousness, the nature of God must be understood; and therefore, there must be one question in our thought and that is : What is God?”  Because I can tell you what God is, what God is in my experience, but it will not do you any good. It is necessary in this spiritual way of living to have your own experience. It is an experience of God which will transform you into that new creature. First and foremost we must realize that our prayers and meditations do not influence God.
That is a hard concept to grasp. It really takes some meditation, it takes months and sometimes years to grasp this truth: that all of our meditations do not influence God. Our prayers do not influence God. There is nothing we can do to influence God. And we are so conditioned into thinking, “If I hold the right thought or if I have the right truth, if I practice the right principle then God will work for me.”  And that is such an erroneous concept and so hard to shake because it is everywhere in the world - in almost every religion.
But let us go into it a little deeper here and see. Our meditations do not influence God - to do good for us or to do evil to us. We cannot bring the glory of God to ourselves or to anyone else. And now he is going to give you the key. “All that we can do is to recognize that God in the mist of us is mighty, not because of us - it is just that we have been given the grace to recognize the IS, that which already IS.”

Now I know we are not here to give testimonials but in this case I want to bring to light what he is talking about and so I will tell you the story once again. In northern California in Avilla Beach, I was attending an Infinite Way class on ‘healing outside of time’. And during that class I closed my eyes and went into deep meditation on just this subject that ‘God already IS’. And somewhere during that meditation I lost the conscious awareness of myself as a human being and was lifted up above the senses; above the sense testimony. All at once I heard the speaker say, “All right, let’s take a fifteen minute break.”  And so I opened my eyes in the middle of this meditation and the meditation did not end when I opened my eyes.
I felt so light, so, well transcended. I walked outside and in those days well 1974 or 1975 I guess, in those days I was smoking so I walked outside and lighted up a cigarette and this is, I am sorry to say for those who don't like smoking that smoking had nothing to do with it, because, even while smoking and looking out across the ocean, the inner experience was continuing! It had nothing to do with what I did or didn't do; it had only to do with the inner awareness.
I could have been eating a ham sandwich or smoking a cigar or driving my car; the experience would have continued.
As I looked out across the ocean I could feel the waves inside of myself - all of them. And I felt myself in the waves. Not this human self that was having a cigarette, I wasn't even aware of him. I wasn't even aware of him or what he was doing. No, I felt my Infinite Self, That infinite “I”.  And I looked at the people around me and I could feel my face on theirs and I could feel their face on mine.  Each one, I could feel each one within me. When I looked at the buildings up along the street I could feel the buildings inside of myself. Then I was amazed because it was not only the trees and the bushes and the clouds and the sky and the ocean, but the buildings and the automobiles and the telephone wires and the telephone poles and the asphalt on the road, all of it was inside of me and I was inside of It.
And so, I felt my Infinite Self and at the same time, I could feel individuality; there was a complete union with the Divine Infinite Self.  And that is the exact moment that I discovered IS, because God IS.  And in that experience God was ISing within me as well as without me and I was ISing in It and we were One IS.
Now, I know the words sound kind of strange, but then God is not like anything that you can imagine. And so as I stood there ISing, I realized that I AM, God IS, I AM.  And the words here that we just read: “We have been given the grace to recognize IS, that which really IS.”  IS, is an experience and nothing will ever undo that experience from that second until now. Thirty one year later I know the ISness of God.  And I know that in meditation it is not necessary to have a lot of words and thoughts. Yes they come, sometimes we are bombarded with them, but I have learned that as quickly as we can we release them; we ignore them.  We center down in our IS.  And from that IS, is where all harmony flows, and is flowing. What happens when we center down in that IS, is we become aware of that which IS. And so he says. “That is why the Master told the disciples not to glory because the devil was subject unto them, but because their names were written in heaven. That is why no one ever dares take glory unto himself because of a healing, for no human being has ever brought about a healing.”

Now, the human being is that part of us which is doing the bombardment of words and thoughts when we are trying to center within ourselves. And of course a human cannot heal. All the words that I can know, that I can remember, that I can recall, and repeat; none of that will do any healing work. But the IS, when it is contacted within our own consciousness will.
He says: “Healing was brought about by a divine state of spiritual being, which operates and can operate only through and as the consciousness of one who knows the nature of God, that is one who knows IS, and can therefore bring healing into visible manifestation. “

Now, we are not really bringing healing into visible manifestation.  No, what we are doing is becoming so still, so in tune with the IS, that we become aware of that which is. The IS was there before, but we were focused on the appearance in the mind. When we transcend that human part of us and we rest back in the IS, well then we become aware of that which is. And that which is, that which God IS, is harmony, health, wholeness, joy, perfection, completeness, holiness, peace. So we are not really bringing about a healing we are only becoming aware of the IS. It all boils down to the IS.
And that reminds me of the wisdom of the Infinite Way. In the back of the book The Infinite Way there is a chapter called “Wisdoms” and there is so much beauty in here, I just love it. Here it says, this one right here, this is worth a years meditations. 
“Daniel’s vision revealed four temporal kingdoms destroyed by a stone cut out of the mountain without hands.”  See it’s the IS! IS, is hidden in scripture, but the road map is there. And it is while sitting in meditation that we connect with that which is; we become a witness, a beholder, of a stone cut out of a mountain without hands; without any humanhood involved at all. Without any human thought involved at all.  Just watching IS as it works. And the IS, is you!

“As you see this stone being cut out of the mountain without hands, you will observe that the stone is the WORD; Consciousness,  Awareness of IS, is the stone which overcomes without might or power but by the grace of IS, be at peace.”

And this next one: “The cool clear water of the well of contentment within refreshes you with the assurance that joy already is.  Peace, be still.”
And now my favorite; this is so gloriously wonderful! “IS, alone, overcomes the world.”
IS! Those are the wisdom's of The Infinite Way. Those are the things that Joel heard and jotted down after meditation. And in the book Steps to Mystical Experience, I did the same thing at the back of the book. I put a section called pedals and there you will find a sentence, paragraph, or half a page, something that came to me that I heard while I was in union with IS. And then upon opening my eyes I wrote it down. Some of these things when you receive them stay with you for a year or two or more. It’s fabulous!

Now, getting back to Karmic Law, and the Thunder of Silence, “That is our part in this glorious work. That is our only part, to know that God IS. To know God, whom to know aright is life eternal.”

Yes, yes, let’s talk about this. We said that your ancestors did eat manna in the desert and are dead, but you eat of the hidden manna and shall live forever. And that means we are here to lay down our humanhood to center ourselves in the IS and in the awareness of IS we discover that the IS, is our eternal life. The IS, is what is manifesting as you, as me. And in the conscious awareness of the IS, IS takes over.
Now he continues with: “When we know the nature of God as love and life eternal, never again will we deal with death, old age, or disease as if it were a reality that we could change by bringing God to it.” We do not change, what is it that Joel says repeatedly? “We cannot add God to our humanhood.”  We are not about bringing God into our human lives to make them better. We are about laying down that human life and being a witness of the IS living itself. You see the difference?  That IS shall never die. But the conscious awareness of it is heaven here and now.
On the next page he says; “When we understand the nature of God as Love, we shall understand the word Grace. Then we shall understand that our good comes by Grace, not by deserving it, or being worthy of it.” You see the human being has nothing to do with it.  The human being is the sleep person. The human being is in the grave. It is a ‘dead man walking’ – “The walking dead. “ The Christ, that IS of you says to you, “Awake thou that sleepest, awake!”  And also, “The time is now when all that are in the graves shall hear my voice.”

Do you know, I am going to share something that I realized just today, which is that the second coming of Christ that the world awaits is happening in each individual that recognizes and is consciously aware of the IS living them. “I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.”  That IS now lives my life. And so we, who are in this class, are experiencing and should be experiencing the second coming of the infinite Christ on earth as in heaven. Then we shall understand, that our good comes by Grace, not by deserving it or being worthy of it.  The human being has nothing to do with the second coming of Christ other than to lay down their life. “He who looses his life” shall find the eternal IS.
What human being can ever be good enough to deserve God.  No you can’t be good enough, but you can’t be bad enough either.  Shakespeare had it right: “To be or not to be that is the question.”  And the answer is be IS and allow IS to be.  As a matter of fact Joel says: “The more of human qualities we have, the more that have to be wiped out before we can realize God.” You can substitute the word IS here. The more have to be wiped out before we can realize IS. “We cannot be brought to a place of deserving God - we can only be brought to a place were that part of us which wants to be worthy or appears to be unworthy is thrown out of the way and our true Selfhood is revealed. Our good - physical, mental, moral, and financial - is ours by divine Grace as the gift of God.”

Let’s put it this way. It is ours by divine Grace as that which IS.  There is no ‘adding to’. The very ISness itself is your abundance, is your life, is your companionship. We cannot earn it or deserve it; we cannot influence God to give it to us, and no act or deed or thought of ours is powerful enough to prevent God from operating and continuing to operate. Because as we said, as I stood out there staring across the ocean, that which IS entered my awareness. I became aware of that which IS and although the appearances of a human being still so many feet tall, so many years old, still smoking, and still enjoying tacos, and pizza, and all that, that did not stop that which IS. Furthermore, the awareness of that which IS began right then to dissolve all the humanhood. It began right then to dissolve all those traits of good and bad.  And that is a process that has continued down to this very second.
It over throws, overturns until, “He comes whose right it is.”  Which is the IS that is. “Though our sins be scarlet, we are white as snow” in the very minute we realize our true identity. Standing there looking across the ocean feeling one with everything, that which I am is white as snow. True while we are accepting karma, that is, while we are accepting ourselves as human beings, the two go hand and hand, though our sins be as scarlet we are as white as snow. Yes, the minute that transcendental consciousness of IS touches you, you are on this path and you cannot turn back and you are as white as snow.
Now, it is going to take you awhile to realize that you are no longer just a human being. But it will come, trust me. 

A human being is under the law of karma and cannot know God. And karma is only a law unto a human being. In your awareness of IS, there is no karma anymore because you are not doing any sowing and therefore you cannot do any reaping. You are doing what Paul said, “Sowing to the spirit.” Spirit is, ISing where you are. And Spirit does no sowing or reaping. Spirit flows and becomes Itself everywhere.  And Joel says that “The law stops operating as soon as we realize, “I am coming out and becoming separate, and now I am going to live under Grace.” Spirit is Grace. The moment we realize that we are living under Grace, we drop the word I.  We stop boasting that I is good and worthy and we stop condemning I as bad or unworthy.”

My experience over the years is that different people cling to the opposites. Some people feel that they have no faults whatsoever and can’t understand why anyone would ever think that way. And of course they are mistaken. Others of us go to the other extreme and feel that we are just not ever making the grade. We feel less than and apart from and not good enough. And I am here to tell you that both of those are nonsense. Put IS there!

IS! God already IS. I already am. The “I” that you are seeking already is, ISing. Now, does any of that good or bad humanhood come into play, of course not!  You might as well drop it now.
“We even forget the past and come to acknowledge that we did not live an hour ago and that we cannot live an hour hence.” See if you are carrying any sort of a past condemnation of yourself of sins of omission or commission something you did or left undone, drop it!  None of that has any bearing. Do we see how religion has turned this into being good to get close to God?  None of that has anything to do with it. That’s a miss interpretation because those teaching it did not have that experience of IS. And that might be something that you would want to remind yourself of. If you are reading scripture and if you are reading literature, if you are listening to a talk or attending a lecture make sure that the one who wrote it or speaks it is coming from the IS, or has at least experienced the IS. Then you will not be misled.
“The only time we can live is now, and now we are living under Grace.  The past is gone the future will never be.  Now we are under Grace.  Now there is no sin, no disease, no death, and no iniquity - nothing operating in our consciousness except love, the love of God, not your love or mine.” There again, as this IS starts ISing, it becomes necessary to remind ourselves that it is not my love, it’s not my IS ness, it is not my wisdom, it is not my healing, I am simply an avenue of awareness in which I become aware of the IS, ISing itself.
“If we really and truly could come into some measure of realization of the nature of God, how we would throw the years off our shoulders, how we would throw off the memories of our past acts of omission and commission.” And that is just what we said. “How we would throw off the memories of our wrong thinking and begin to understand that now we are the sons of God.”

Let’s reinforce this here. It is not any truth you know in your mind. It is not right thinking, it is not wrong thinking, it is not psychological problems, it is whether or not you are centered in the IS; whether or not you contact God that is; this is the thing.
“Now, in this instant of divine Grace, the entire memory of our past years is gone. Now, we are willing to forget our good deeds as well as our bad ones. We are willing to forget the masquerade, that is just what human hood is, that part we have been playing in this particular production, and drop it along with our costume and all that belongs to it. If we could call to mind the highest and best example of fatherhood we know, we would then see that no real father ever permits animosity, impatience, or intolerance to interfere with his father-love for his son. In such understanding all this nonsense about a punishing God, a God of vengeance, would disappear. “God is too pure to behold iniquity.”

This kind of humorous to me; as we think of all the ways that we try to please God, we talked about it in the last talk, “Well I won’t smoke cigarettes if you will give me a better understanding of supply,” or, “I won’t use any swear words,” or, “Gee I will stop cheating in business,” all that bargaining.
Can you imagine the IS? The IS, is, ISing and there we are twirling around like a whirling dervish; trying all this bargaining and all we really need is an awareness of IS. And IS wipes out that humanhood. Is that not amazing?  Is that not silly?
“God is too pure to behold iniquity. The Master claimed that he came to earth not to do his own will but the will of the Father.” To do the will of IS. “What is this will of the Father? It is to heal the sick, raise the dead, and forgive the sinner. Then, is there a God of punishment?” Or is there a God who remembers anything of our humanhood.
Here is something to meditate on: “God is too pure to behold iniquity.” Now, let’s put that into modern language shall we? God is too pure to behold our humanhood. Wow! Let’s meditate on that one!  
“The Master said “neither do I condemn thee.”  Is there a God of punishment?  He said to the thief on the cross “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.” Is there a God of punishment? And he said “Thy sins are forgiven thee.””

The moment we contact the IS, all of our sins are forgiven.  They are wiped out in that instant. In the twinkling of an eye you are a new creature. Yes, you can go back into your humanhood and kick that law into motion again and start sowing good or bad. But why not take up your cross and follow him. Follow Jesus right into the IS.  Follow the Christ of your being right into the IS. We will read one more part of this and bring this on home.
“There is no record in the entire revelation of the Master of damnation or punishment by him, but there is this: “Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee,” (because as you can see you can kick the law back into motion, can’t you?)  Does he say that God will visit it upon us? No, our sin will visit it upon us.” And by the way, our sin is not doing something bad, we understand now, hopefully, sin is being human. Sin is practicing humanhood. 
Now let’s see, to summarize: IS alone overcomes the world. And we can put that this way, several ways. IS alone overcomes humanhood, IS alone heals, IS alone reveals Itself; in a moment we think not, IS, is. IS dissolves the appearance. IS dissolves the hypnotism.
What is necessary is to drop your humanhood your belief in good and evil. And certainly don’t bring it into your meditation, into your inner closet. Now, when you meditate, close your eyes, center yourself within, and understand that all these thoughts are not needed; all these words. You do not have to grasp for some spiritual truth because IS, is here. So let us learn to let go of our thoughts. Let us learn to relax, to rest. “There remaineth a rest to the children of God” to the offspring of God; to the manifest IS. And so we rest. We rest back and we listen and we become receptive to that which IS, ISing now.
No earning, no deserving, IS, IS. God IS. I, IS. And to receive it, we only have to rest. God is known, the IS, is known, only when the human mind is at rest. And so we rest. “IS, reveal thyself. Open my awareness to the IS. All that I have been seeking already is.  All that I have been trying to be IS already is. Let me not struggle any more, or try to hold on to the right truth or the correct thought. As I go out from here let me remember several times simply to take a breath and let it out and know and remember to rest in IS; when you know IS, you have found your own eternal IS. Up here, above karmic law, above humanhood, above good and evil -- IS, is.  And IS, is, ISing you.
Practice this over the next week; simply ISing; being aware of the IS. And watch that which IS become your inner life, your outer life, your eternal life.
Blessings.
Bill

 

 

